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What is an accredited auditor scheme?



An auditor scheme is an accreditation scheme, established 
under Environmental Legislation, administered by the Regulator, 
which allows for the appointment of suitably qualified and 
experienced ‘experts’ in relevant environmental fields, to perform 
prescribed statutory functions, including:

• undertaking independent, critical (technical) reviews of 
investigations completed by other professionals;

• providing the Regulator with detailed reports on their review, 
and making recommendations to inform and support the 
Regulator in its statutory decision making process.

What is an auditor scheme?



Objectives of the auditor scheme

The auditor scheme has a number of objectives, including:

• ensuring site assessments and remediation works 
consistently meet appropriate standards and legal 
requirements to protect human health, the environment and 
environmental values (such as groundwater);

• providing greater certainty to interested persons and the 
community on the environmental outcomes at the site;

• reducing pressure on public (Regulator) resources; and

• improving access to expert technical advice for the 
community, financial institutions, planners and industry.



Why was an auditor scheme introduced?



• The auditor scheme was introduced in recognition of the specialist technical nature of 

assessment and remediation of contaminated sites.

• It was recognised that, in some cases, contamination issues require a higher level of 

technical understanding, and either expert knowledge or access to expert support 

covering a broad range of technical disciplines including, but not limited to;

– environmental science/chemistry;

– analytical chemistry;

– hydrogeology;

– geology and geotechnical;

– toxicology;

– human health and ecological risk assessment;

– GIS and geo-spatial modelling.  

Why was an auditor scheme introduced?



Additional considerations for an auditor 

scheme

• Regulators would not normally have ready access to all of the 
required technical expertise to make informed and risk based 
regulatory decisions.

• An audit scheme increases access to technical expertise for 
Regulators, as well as industry.

• An audit scheme, and the provision of audit reports can 
streamline the environmental and planning approval process, 
which supports both Regulator objectives as well as industry.



Statutory triggers for audit reports in WA



Statutory triggers for audits in WA

Between audit schemes in Australia, statutory triggers for audits vary, and are 
determined by individual jurisdictions.

Triggers under WA auditor scheme (Reg31):

– Certificates of contamination audit;

– Source and affected sites;

– Where an ‘environmental condition’ has been placed under another 
written law (for example a planning approval);

– Where the Regulator has issued a Notice requiring investigation, hazard 
abatement or remediation.

– Where the Regulator has made a specific request for an audit report, in 
cases where there are complex technical issues or to otherwise allow 
the Regulator to make an informed decision and properly administer its 
legislation. 



Role and responsibilities of auditors



Prescribed roles and responsibilities
Roles and responsibilities vary between Australian jurisdictions and schemes. In 
WA, roles include conducting an independent and critical review of investigations to 
determine and advise on:

– the nature and extent of any contamination at the site;

– the nature (adequacy) and extent of the investigation or remediation of the site;

– whether any restrictions on the use of the site are required;

– the suitability of the land for a specific use, or a specific range of uses (e.g. residential, 
commercial, industrial);

– whether any further investigation of the site is required, recommended or necessary;

– whether any further remediation of the site is required, recommended or necessary so that 
the site is suitable for all uses, or for a specific use, or a specific range of uses;

– the suitability or appropriateness of a management plan;



Requirements for Auditors



Requirements for Auditors

National and jurisdictional guidelines set out the minimum criteria which Auditors 
must meet, including:

– possessing adequate theoretical and practical knowledge and skills to carry 
out the functions of an auditor;

– have access to persons with complementary expert knowledge and skills to 
assist him/her, where necessary, in carrying out the functions of an auditor;

– possess adequate knowledge and understanding of relevant laws and 
currently accepted industrial standards;

– hold professional indemnity insurance cover which is appropriate for the 
scope of audit projects undertaken; and

– otherwise be a fit and proper person to carry out the functions of an   
auditor.



Auditor selection criteria
Through a rigorous application process, applicants seeking 
accreditation as an Auditor must demonstrate:

– Appropriate academic qualifications;

– Demonstrate a higher level of knowledge and understanding of 
relevant legislation, policies and guidelines/standards;

– Demonstrate extensive and relevant professional experience;

– Demonstrate technical competencies; and

– Demonstrate continued professional development;



Core technical competencies
Additionally, auditors are required to demonstrate that they meet a minimum ‘expert’ 
level of technical knowledge and competency in the following core areas:

– assessment of contaminant exposure pathways;

– contaminated site assessment and remediation including management;

– evaluation and interpretation of chemical and analytical data;

– soil sampling design and methodology;

– soil gas sampling design and methodology;

– groundwater sampling design and methodology;

– identification of potential human health and environmental risks;

– quality control/quality assurance procedures; and

– risk communication.



Basic proficiencies
Applicants are also required to demonstrate basic proficiency, or access to expert 

support, in the following areas:

– air quality (volatile emissions and dust) assessment relating to contamination;

– contaminant fate and transport;

– assessment of impacts on groundwater from contaminated sites;

– environmental chemistry;

– environmental sampling;

– environmental toxicology;

– geology;

– human health and ecological risk assessment relating to contamination;

– human toxicology;

– hydrogeology;

– identification of contaminants of concern from past and current industrial land uses;

– work health and safety relating to contamination;

– remediation technologies and geo-technology;

– soil science; and

– statutory and environmental planning.



Legislative framework, code of conduct 

and conflicts of interest



Legislative framework

The auditor scheme is established under a legislative 
framework which includes the following key elements:

1. Act of Parliament – this creates the power for an ‘authority’ to accredit 
individuals and establish minimum professional requirements, statutory roles 
and responsibilities as well as offences;

2. Regulations under Act – these set out in more detail the statutory 
responsibilities and roles, triggers for audit reports, process for accreditation, 
suspension, cancellation of accreditation, code of conduct and conflicts of 
interest;

3. Administrative and technical guidelines – setting out the administrative 
processes and requirements or standards which must be followed when 
undertaking audit processes and the preparation of reports or 
recommendations to the Regulator.



Code of conduct and conflict of interest

Auditors must be ‘fit and proper’ persons, and uphold the highest professional 
standards. For this reason a strict (prescribed) code of conduct covering 
conflicts of interest is a critical element, and includes;

– offences for breaching the code of conduct or failing to declare a conflict of 
interest;

– auditors, or any party working for them, cannot hold any financial or other 
interests, either directly or indirectly in relation to a site which they are auditing;

– cannot undertake an audit of work which they themselves have been involved in 
the investigation or preparation of;

– Prohibited from the acceptance of gifts or other benefits from any party 
connected with a site or project which they are auditing; and

– Required to perform duties diligently, impartially and conscientiously, to the best 
of their ability.



Benefits to Government, industry and the 

community



Benefits from the auditor scheme in WA

The introduction of the auditor scheme in WA has delivered a number 
of positive outcomes, including among others;

– improved environmental/statutory approval times for major projects, such as 
residential and commercial developments;

– improved environmental outcomes and ability of Regulator to rely on current high 
level technical advice;

– independence of the auditor scheme has high confidence within the community;

– contributed to improved in quality and standards of investigations and reporting 
by consultants; and

– provided increased career development opportunities for environmental 
professionals, driving higher standards of professional development within the 
sector. 



Thank you


